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Dealing with xenophobia and racism: calling the Covid-19 “Wuhan Pneumonia” spread racial stereotypes
This proposal illustrates the overall plan of the research paper, and it includes the general topic and specific research questions, tentative thesis statement and sub-claims, and utilization of sources.
Since the emerging Covid-19 pandemic spreads widely, Asian people, especially Chinese, have been associated with the spread of Covid-19, and this raises racism. Globally, the Asian race is condemned for the spread of the disease, and the racial stereotypes spread have influenced the disease to be referred to with names like “the Chinese virus”, “Wuhan Pneumonia”, and many others. The use of words like “the sick man of Asia” spreads racism concepts as the cases of people infected with the virus increases globally. The topic on COVID-19 and racism is explored in the research, with the focus being on the evidence attributing the Asian people as the source of the Covid-19 disease and the adverse social consequences racism causes. In the academic journal “Racism and discrimination in COVID-19 responses,” the author Shannon mentions that some Political leaders and American citizens have misappropriated the COVID-19 crisis to reinforce racism., and racism will lead to worse consequences for people all over the world. (Shannon et al). After reflecting on the journal, I decide that I will choose to provide evidence to argue why racism is not reasonable and analyze the reasons why xenophobia and racism do hamper the solution to the existing problems. More specifically, the questions that my paper seeks to answer are “What is the evidence for reasons why the behavior that holding a certain race responsible, xenophobia, and racism are not reasonable?” and “Why is it not helpful for solving the current corona-virus curing and preventing problems if people keep showing the targeted racism and xenophobia and keep trying to find who should be held responsible for corona-virus’s corresponding events?” These two questions are important because they will help racists better know what adverse results their racism will cause and convince them of the fact that attributing Asians as the sources of the pandemic because of prejudices is not reasonable; thus, this will be beneficial for solving the social conflicts and for advancing experts’ research about the corona-virus and improving the pandemic situation.
According to my research by far, the tentative thesis statement answers the questions above by arguing: Although China might have taken the wrong measures in censorship and information blackout in the first stages, which made the pandemic spread widely, it is not recommended that racists attribute Chinese as sources of corona-virus and call it “Chinese virus,” and the current primary aim is that people should collaborate on fighting the corona-virus, while the focus on who should be held responsible for the spreading of the virus will only take up too many resources which could have been used for doing research on solutions to Covid-19. This argument is mainly supported by 3 sub-claims. 
First, racists’ hatred and prejudices are primarily based on fake news, conspiracy, and extremists’ hate speeches online, but they do not have any trustworthy evidence. In an academic journal called “Scientists ‘strongly condemn’ rumors and conspiracy theories about the origin of coronavirus outbreak,” Daszak mentions that because of the social media misinformation, rumors and conspiracy theories have led to the eruption of violence against his Chinese colleagues. (qtd in Cohen). Therefore, racists’ ideas can really be influenced badly by the heated debates about the root of the corona-virus problem and the conspiracy theories being peddled. However, the author Cohen states that 27 excellent public health scientists from outside China are against a series of stories and a scientific paper suggesting that a laboratory in Wuhan, China, may be the origin of the outbreak of Covid-19. (Cohen). Thus, it shows that the conspiracy and fake news about the causes of the corona-virus has no basis. Many foreign scientists’ study shows that there is no scientific evidence to indicate that the pandemic originates from the laboratory in China. Thereby the racism and xenophobia attacks are unwarranted. It is not reasonable that racists show prejudices towards Asians because their arguments and evidence are not convincing. 
Second, xenophobia increases the possibility that patients do not disclose their COVID-19 status, and this worsens the spread of the disease. As said by Chung in the academic journal “Anti-Chinese sentiment during the 2019-nCoV outbreak,” she states that discrimination against a certain group might give rise to pressure and stigma that prevent disease carriers from reporting their health conditions and from getting in-time health-care service. Those racists may think racism can help drive away those carriers. However, the carriers are still in the crowd every day, which speeds up the spread of the pandemic. 
Furthermore, the real urgent issue that needs to be focused on and solved is solving the corona-virus problems but not trying to theorize on who should be held responsible and be criticized for the spread of the Covid-19. In another academic journal called “Joint International Collaboration to Combat Mental Health Challenges During the Coronavirus Disease 2019 Pandemic,” the author Xiang claims that a joint effort to build international collaboration is needed to deal with the difficulties caused by Covid-19 pandemic because of the mental health problems caused by the facts that there is a high death rate, and people lack effective therapies, vaccines, and large-scale isolation measures. (Xiang). And he states that through in-time collaboration with different countries and institutions, people can fully deal with the mental challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. (Xiang). It shows that what really matters, for the time being, is solving the accessible problems. If racists and those sympathizers are still wasting and taking up too many resources which can be used to study the corona-virus and its corresponding solutions, the situation cannot get improved. Also, those countries in difficulties need China’s collaboration to together face the challenges and escape from the predicament. The behavior of the racists, xenophobia, and racism are just hurting the Chinese institutions, the Chinese government, and Chinese citizens emotionally. China has almost dealt with the crisis, and it is doing much more to help other countries and to collaborate with different countries, but the bad behaviors, such as criticizing, doubting, and racism, are still discouraging them. Racists should understand why their racism does hamper the solutions to problems is that what is urgently needed is cooperation that can solve the current problems but not criticism, racism, or cold war, which causes adverse social consequences, such as conflicts between countries and discouragement to China that is offering help.
     However, some people may challenge these arguments by asking “Though the urgent problem now is to deal with the challenges caused by the pandemic, the country from which the pandemic originate cannot escape from being responsible. How can you tell China can justify its statement that calling the corona-virus ‘Chinese virus’ is not reasonable? Does this mean China is trying to use the statement that racism is against human ethics to flee from duty?” I partially agree with the idea of this question. In fact, there are some articles and academic journals analyzing the facts that initially, China wrongly used censorship and information blackout, and this worsened the situations and got the pandemic spread. However, the problem does not arise from saying that China is partly responsible for the spread of COVID-19. What matters is that racists are calling the virus “Chinese virus,” showing prejudices towards a certain race, and causing them to suffer inequalities. Therefore, what I agree is that people all over the world have justified rights to find the truth and China’s wrongdoings, but people need to distinguish two totally different things that the racists combine together. They need to distinguish the Chinese government initial wrongdoings from Chinese citizens’ not doing anything very wrong but being attributed as sources of the pandemic and being discriminated against because finding the true causes of COVID-19 is normal and allowed, while the latter behavior that people show racial stereotypes and discrimination against Asians is called “racism.”
My tentative conclusion: Considering racial stereotypes based on fake new and conspiracy theories, the disadvantage brought by racism that carriers do not disclose their corona-virus status, and the real urgent issue is that people need to focus on solving problems but not theorizing on sources and causes of corona-virus.
My tentative conclusion: Considering the racial stereotypes based on fake news and conspiracy theories, the disadvantage brought by racism that the carriers do not disclose their corona-virus status, and the urgent issue that people needs to focus on solving the corona-virus problems but not taking up too many resources to theorize on sources and causes of the corona-virus, the reasons why racism will hamper the solutions to difficulties become clearer and more convincing. Although China may be held responsible for wrongdoings about information lockdown in the first stages, it is not recommended to call the corona-virus “Chinese virus” because racism is against human ethics and worsens the corona-virus spread, and people should enhance collaboration to fight the COVID-19 instead of the behavior of criticizing one another, which will only waste precious resources which can be utilized to advance the corona-virus solution process.
In this proposal, I write three sub-claims, but the analysis of the evidence for the racists’ arguments and oppositions is still not enough. Therefore, in my later research, I will still mainly focus on the evidence, look for sources that can offer a more systematic framework to evaluate the effectiveness of different parties’ evidence, and give more sub-claims to specify the analysis of the evidence. Also, I only mention one or two examples above for each sub-claim and each point in the thesis statement, but I can add more to make the paper more comprehensive and enriched.
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 	The author Crystal Hana Kim is an American author, and she has a novel that was named a best book of 2018 by The Washington Post. Therefore, she has great writing skills and is a qualified writer. Her article is dense and informative. The research explores Anti-Asian racism, and the problems witnessed as the Coronavirus disease is rapidly spreading globally. The information posted on The Guardian by Crystal Hana Kim illustrated that the wake of coronavirus resulted in an accusation of East-Asia people as the source of the pandemic. To emphasize on the stereotype, photos of people from East Asia were shared on social media and criticized as characters affected by the Covid-19. The information in the News article relates to the research question. It presents credible information on the topic of Covid-19 and racism. I find it a challenge to Asians to withstand the accusations that they are the source of Coronavirus disease. There is a need to appreciate that the virus is a global health disaster. However, they say that everywhere in the world, people are worried about the spreading of racism stereotypes. I may use this source and some examples in this source to break down my topic sentences into more specific sub-claims.
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